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CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


15 November 1996 
The District Court 
Not Applicable 

Ancient Chinese Whorehouse 

Not Stated 

Lai Kai Ming 

Wang Ying Hsiang 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 

Laser Disc 

Hong Kong 

Cantonese with Chinese and English subtitles 


Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: 

Ancient Chinese Whorehouse 

Running time: 

96.18 

Trailers: 

Copyright Warning Notice 

Running time: 

0.32 


Universe Laser & Video Co. Ltd. Notice 


0.18 


Age Restriction Notice 


0.07 


Total Running time: 97.15 


Excision/Alteration: No 


Reasons(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The laser disc entitled Ancient Chinese Whorehouse is a sexual comedy set in a 
brothel, and includes numerous depictions of sexual activity. There is a strong 
element of burlesque in many of these depictions, and the effect is primarily comic and 
titillatory. The publication also includes depictions of cruelty, coercion to participate in 
sexual activity, and rape. The rape scene in particular is portrayed in a protracted 
manner, and the length of the scene, the changing of position, and the presence of 
breast nudity combine to eroticise it. A further scene, which shows a woman being 
punished for her refusal to work as a prostitute by being lowered naked into a tub of 
eels, focuses on the woman’s nudity and her distress. The placement of these scenes 
within a sexual comedy heightens their sexualised nature. It is therefore considered 
that the publication tends to promote and support both the use of violence to force 
persons, in this case women, to submit to sexual activity, and the infliction of extreme 
violence and extreme cruelty. Ancient Chinese Whorehouse is therefore classified as: 
Objectionable. 
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